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the final rank of the student at graduation. It may
be added that military drill is compulsory for all stu-
dents who have not yet performed their military ser-
vice, and is encouraged in the case of others by
means of marks set to the student's credit.1
It may be observed that the preparatory course is
complementary to the curriculum of the School itself,
and the two taken together constitute a systematic
three years* course of study. In fact, the term of the
School was formerly three years, and when it was
reduced to two years, and the system of admission
by competitive examination was introduced, in 1896,
what was really done was to cut off the first year,
transfer it to a preparatory course, and hold a com-
petitive examination on the work of that year.
The special studies of the four Administrative Sec-
tions are, of course, adapted exclusively to the col-
onies which those sections are intended to supply
with officials. Thus, in the Indo-Chinese Section are
taught the geography and laws of that colony, and
the Chinese and Annamite languages; the Cambo-
dian tongue also for those who wish to take it for the
sake of additional marks. The special subjects of
the African Section are similar, the languages being
Arabic and Malagassy, while Mohammedan law is
1 The Colonial School was not in existence at the time the law
was passed exempting from more than one year of military service
the students at certain specified institutions; and to get the benefit
of this exemption, the students at the School go through the form
of enrolling themselves at the School of Eastern Languages, where
many of the same studies are pursued.